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though the stiff shirt and collar are a bit uncomfortable,
but the feminine custom of wearing the dress cut low
at the neck as well as at the back seems rather indecorous
from an Easterner's point of view* At times the thread-
like supports suspended over the shoulders look danger-
ously unreliable, and we often dreaded to see them snap
or slip off at any minute! And this, even though the
weather is freesingly cold* No wonder that so many
ladies complain of catching colds after a theatre or dinner
party*

But it is surely most quixotic to see ladies go about with
furs round their necks when the weather is warm but sit
about in an unevenly heated room with their necks and
backs almost entirely bare in the depth of winter! A
fine neck may be an object of pride to its owner as well
as an object of envy to her friends, but the consequent
attack of cold, etc*, will be merely self-invited*

In the East, women do not wear hats, though for pro-
tection against the cold they wear some sort of a cloth
band which fits closely round the head* Here, however,
a smart hat is part of the indispensable paraphernalia
of a lady's wardrobe* As with dresses, so with hats,
there are fashions, and at one time there was the monster
44 merry widow ** hat* In point of width and utility,
it seems to protect the wearer's head from the burning
sun as effectively as a Chinese farmer's sun helmet, but
it is an unmitigated terror to the railway porter who has
to carry a lady passenger's mammoth hat boxes, and
especially to the bus or tube conductor who has to help
her on or off the vehicle but whose hat is too large to be
admitted conveniently through the door*